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Society: The Florida Historical Society

THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MINUTES OF THE 43RD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
F LORIDA
H ISTORICAL S OCIETY H ELD IN
THE
L IBRARY
OF
THE
SOCIETY AT ST. A UGUSTINE JUNE 8, 1945.

President Philip S. May called the meeting to
order at 10:45 a. m. Attending members registered,
and there being a quorum present, the meeting continued. Mr. May called for the reports of officers.
Mrs. M. A. Johnson, Acting Librarian and Corresponding Secretary, read her report on use of
the library, and the report on membership. Mr.
Albert Manucy read the report of the Treasurer, and
at the request of Mr. Richard P. Daniel of Jacksonville, explained the purpose of the various funds in
the Society’s treasury.
The reports were accepted.
President May, making his annual report, mentioned that upon invitation from the Tallahassee
Historical Society, the Florida Historical Society
had planned its annual meeting for Tallahassee on
March 3, 1945, centenary of the date when the bill
admitting Florida to the Union was signed by President Tyler. An Office of Defense Transportation
ruling restricting non-essential travel, however,
prevented carrying out the plan, though the Tallahassee Society was able to present a suitable commemorative program on that date.
The most significant work carried out, by the
Florida Historical Society during the year, Mr.
May stated, was that done by the Committee for
Observation of the Centennial of Statehood, chairman of which is Dr. Mark F. Boyd of Tallahassee.
This committee provided and distributed information for centennial observances by local organizations all over the State, and gained much favorable
comment for the Society. Mr. May lauded the work
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of the centennial committee, and further told the
membership that at Dr. Boyd’s instance, the services of a clipping bureau had been employed to
furnish copies of all newspaper notices of centennial observances. Dr. Boyd has undertaken to include this material in a scrapbook for deposit in
the library.
Mr. May also called attention to the issuance by
the U. S. Post Office Department of a Florida centennial stamp, and cited the work of Miss Dena
Snodgrass of Jacksonville in working with the Department on designing the stamp.
Pointing to a newly acquired portrait of Governor William D. Moseley, Florida’s first State
governor, Mr. May stated that Governor Moseley
had not been a charter member of the Florida Historical Society, but his name does appear on the
second membership roll. The portrait was presented to the Society by Mr. M. H. Haughton of
Jacksonville, a descendant of the distinguished
Governor, and Mr. May expressed the gratitude of
the Society to Mr. Haughton’s nephew, Mr. Malachi
Haughton, Jr., of Jacksonville, who was present.
After reviewing another important event of the
year - the observance of the Florida centenary in
the U.S. Congress-, through the courtesy of Representative Joe Hendricks Mr. May presented to
the Society several copies of the Congressional
Record, wherein the congressional observances are
recorded. Mr. May also called attention to the
magazine Florida Highways. The June 1945 issue
of this magazine, appearing 100 years after the inauguration of Governor Moseley, is devoted largely
to the history of Florida during the past 100 years.
Other publications mentioned by the President in
his summary of centennial publications were Then
and Now, or Florida 1845 and 1945, compiled by Mr.
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W. T. Cash’s committee on information, and Dr.
Walter Martin’s Territorial Florida.
Dr. Kathryn Abbey Hanna of Winter Park made
a progress report on a source book under preparation by the State Library Board and the State Centennial Commission. This book, due for publication
late in the year, will contain a selection of documents drawn from State Library papers pertinent
to the admission of Florida to the Union.
The President requested the Recording Secretary to read the portion of the 1944 annual meeting
minutes relative to the appointment of a Committee
for the Selection of a Permanent Home for the Society in St. Augustine. This being done, Mr. May
said he had received assurances that the present
location of the library at 32 Cathedral Place, St.
Augustine, would be available for some time to come,
and if it became necessary for the organization to
move its quarters, suitable notice would be given.
He outlined the work of the committee in inspecting potential homesites in St. Augustine. He then
asked Mr. Richard P. Daniel, chairman of the committee, to read Mr. Daniel’s letter of December 5,
1944, in which Mr. Daniel stated that he was not
convinced that any of the sites inspected by the committee in St. Augustine were suitable for acquisition by the Society as a permanent Home, and suggesting “that we look further before excluding
everywhere but St. Augustine, in our recommendations to our Society for a site for its permanent
Home.” He qualified his recommendations, however, with the statement that he would, of course,
support the majority view, and urged the Society to
work toward a practical solution of the Home problem that would receive the hearty and unanimous
endorsement of all the membership.
Mr. May asked Dr. A. J. Hanna of Winter Park
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to read the majority report of the Committee for
the Selection of a Permanent Home. In reading,
Dr. Hanna pointed out that this report did not constitute conclusive action by the committee, but was
advanced as a constructive and practical approach
toward solution of the problem of acquiring a Home
for the Society. The report suggested that the Society request the lease of the Llambias House in St.
Augustine for a 10-year period at one dollar per
year, with option of renewal for an additional 10
years. The Society would assume maintenance of
this historic house. The report also recommended
the purchase of a large lot adjacent to the Llambias
House, and construction of a vault and study room
for housing the more valuable records of the Society.
Dr. Hanna moved that a committee headed by
Mr. Gaines R. Wilson of Coconut Grove be appointed to consult with the Trustees of the
Llambias House to determine what arrangements might be made; the committee then to
make a digest of the majority report already
submitted, and refer the matter by mail to the
membership for voting, ballots to be counted by
October 1, 1945. If the membership decision
proved favorable; the officers of the Society
should be empowered to carry out the recommendations contained in the committee report.
Mr. X. L. Pellicer of St. Augustine seconded.
Mr. Daniel offered an amendment to the motion
in clarification of the appointment of the committee: that the committee be composed of Mr.
Wilson, chairman, Mr. Philip S. May, and three
members to be appointed by the President. The
amendment was accepted.
In discussion, Judge George Couper Gibbs of
Jacksonville endorsed the majority report submitted
by the committee as a practical suggestion, agreeing

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol24/iss1/12

4

Society: The Florida Historical Society
T HE F LORIDA H ISTORICAL S OCIETY

71

that St. Augustine was a peculiarly fit and proper
place for establishment of the Society’s Home. He
recommended, however, that the Society exercise
care in establishing itself permanently in a historic
house such as the Llambias House. He pointed out
the historicity of the Worth House, where he had
once gone to school, and later held court. It is a
larger structure in a more central location in St.
Augustine, and the Judge expressed the opinion that
if opportunity of acquiring the Worth House later
presented itself, the Society should be in a position
to seize this opportunity.
Miss Emily L. Wilson of St. Augustine briefly
compared the history of the two houses. The
Llambias House is considerably older than the
Worth House, and is located near the library of
the St. Augustine Historical Society. Students
would find it convenient to have the two libraries
close together.
President May asked Mr. Daniel to take the chair.
Mr. May then asked the Secretary to read a
communication from Mr. Julien Yonge, Editor of the
Society’s Quarterly. The statement from Mr. Yonge
urged that the matter of a permanent Home for the
Society be not seriously considered at this meeting,
in view of the fact that at this time comparatively
few members of the Society were able to be present
to give consideration to such an important subject.
Dr. Kathryn Abbey Hanna strongly endorsed
St. Augustine as the permanent location for the
Society’s Home. If, however, there were a decision
to consider other locations, she said that the State
Library would request consideration as a depository for the library of the Florida Historical Society.
This request would carry considerable
weight, inasmuch as the State Library Board has
for several years past paid the Society for library
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services rendered. If the Society’s library were
moved elsewhere, these payments would probably be
discontinued.
Mr. May stated that he believed the motion on
the floor represented the consensus and called
for the question. The motion passed.
(The meeting adjourned for luncheon, and reconvened at Castle Warden Hotel at 2:15 p.m.)
Mr. Daniel brought out the fact that the Charter
of the Society provides that the principal office of
the Society be in Jacksonville. President May explained that under Florida statutes it was necessary
to designate a specific location for such organizations as the Society, and read the pertinent portion
of the Charter.
Mr. Daniel moved that Judge George Couper
Gibbs be appointed a committee of one to take
the necessary steps to bring about the amendment of the Charter to permit legal continuance
at the St. Augustine location. The motion was
seconded and carried.
In accepting the appointment, Judge Gibbs said
that there was no prohibition in the Charter against
having other Society quarters at other locations
than Jacksonville. He also pointed out the ease
with which amendments might be made, but specified that a resolution by the Society would first be
necessary, and he did not believe the present meeting was entirely representative. His understanding
of the sentiment of the meeting, he said, was to
begin constructive inquiry, leading toward bringing
the matter to the attention of every member of the
Society.
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Mr. Herbert M. Corse of Jacksonville introduced
the following resolution :
B E IT HEREBY RESOLVED : that the Florida Historical Society invite the currently acting president of each local historical society in the State
to become honorary members of the Board of
Directors of the Florida Historical Society,
for the purpose of working cooperatively with
historical organizations throughout the State.
Mr. Cash seconded. The resolution was adopted.
President May introduced the suggestion from
an Alachua County member of the Society that the
Florida Historical Society undertake the marking
of the Bellamy Road, a territorial road from St.
Augustine to Pensacola. The matter was tabled.
Mr. May then mentioned the prospective gift of
a medallion of considerable intrinsic value, but unrelated to Florida, and requested an expression of
opinion from the membership as to whether a gift
of this sort was acceptable by the Society. The matter was referred to the incoming Board of Directors.
President May requested Mr. Pellicer to take
the chair, then offered the following resolution from
the floor:
B E IT HEREBY RESOLVED : that the University of
Florida be respectfully requested by the Florida
Historical Society to establish in its curricula
a required course in Florida history. Mrs.
Marjorie Rawlings Baskin of St. Augustine
seconded.
During discussion, the desirability of making
Florida history materials available to students of
all ages was brought out, but it was also emphasized
by Dr. Kathryn A. Hanna that it was not practicable
to recommend that Florida history be a required
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course at any college. Mr. May amended the resolution to read as follows:
IT HEREBY RESOLVED: that the University of
Florida be respectfully requested by the Florida
Historical Society to establish and offer a
course in Florida history to the students of the
University of Florida.

BE

Mrs. Baskin seconded the amended resolution,
and it was duly passed and adopted.
Judge George Couper Gibbs introduced the following resolution, which was duly seconded, discussed, and adopted :
IT RESOLVED: In order that knowledge of the
history of Florida and the inspiration of its
traditions may serve to make our children better citizens of their State and Nation, and
more prepared for the responsibilities and
problems of the future, The Florida Historical
Society recommends to the people of Florida
that more emphasis be placed upon the teaching and study of the history of Florida in the
grammar and high school grades; and urges
that every effort be made by the institutions of
the State and every organization having in its
keeping records of the past to cooperate with
our school authorities and our children that
they may be helped and encouraged in this
work.

BE

In furtherance of this purpose, it is suggested
that our children be encouraged to write compositions and essays, not only upon historical
subjects affecting the entire State, but particularly upon those affecting the persons and
events in their own neighborhood, and that
the best of these in the judgment of their teach-
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ers be sent to the Society for due acknowledgment and consideration, and those worthy
thereof for preservation among the records of
the Florida Historical Society.
And that, through the press of the State, publicity be given to this action of the Society.
Miss Dena Snodgrass, chairman of the Nominations Committee, read the following report of the
Committee:
Slate of Officers, Florida Historical Society
1945-1946

President: Karl A. Bickel, Sarasota
First Vice-President: Col. John B. Stetson, Jr.,
U.S.M.C.
Second Vice-President: Dr. Kathryn Abbey Hanna,
Winter Park
Recording Secretary and Treasurer : Albert Manucy,
St. Augustine
Corresponding Secretary and Librarian: Watt P.
Marchman, U.S.A. (on leave)
Acting Corresponding Secretary and Librarian :
Mrs. M. A. Johnson, St. Augustine
Director, Second Congressional District: Dr. Webster Merritt, Jacksonville
Director, Sixth Congressional District: Bishop
Henry I. Louttit, West Palm Beach
Director-at-Large : K. A. MacGowan, Quincy
Nominations committee for 1946
Miss Daisy Parker, Tallahassee, chairman
Miss Cornelia Leffler, Miami
Mrs. A. B. Whitman, Orlando
Dr. Charles T. Thrift, Jr., Lakeland
Wiley R. Reynolds, Palm Beach
Richard P. Daniel, Jacksonville
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Miss Snodgrass moved the acceptance of the
report and that the secretary cast the ballot.
Mr. Wilson seconded, the motion passed unanimously, and the officers were duly elected.
Mr. May announced the appointment of the following committee for consultation with the trustees
of the Llambias house:
Gaines R. Wilson, Coconut Grove, chairman
Mrs. Evelyn W. Vaill, St. Augustine
Richard P. Daniel, Jacksonville
Miss Dena Snodgrass, Jacksonville
Philip S. May, Jacksonville
Dr. A. J. Hanna introduced the following resolution, which was duly seconded and adopted:
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED: that the Florida Historical Society do extend sincere thanks and
appreciation to Manager Norton Baskin of
Castle Warden Hotel, St. Augustine, and to
his staff for the personal courtesies and efficient service which they have rendered to the
Society during its Annual Meeting, June 8,
1945.
The meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
A LBERT
C. M ANUCY
Recording Secretary
Approved:
PHILIP S. MAY
President
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER, FLORIDA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, March 1, 1945
GENERAL

FUND

Balance, March 1, 1944 .................................. $ 493.35
Receipts :
Dues ........................................ $1,593.24
Quarterlies sold .............................
85.25
Accommodations ..........................
25.00
McMurtrie Reprints ....................
15.00
Gifts ..............................................
3.00 1,721.49 $2,214.84
____________________________
Expenditures :
Salary ........................................ 1,200.00
Accommodations ................................
25.00
Other .......................................... 283.33
Balance March 1, 1945 ....................

706.51

2,214.84

STATE OF FLORIDA FUND

Balance, March 1, 1944 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 759.66
Receipts : .................................. 1,800.00
2,559.66
Expenditures :
Florida Historical Quarterly
(two issues) ...................................... 446.03
Rent ............................................... 300.00

2,559.66

746.03
2,559.66
Balance, March 1, 1945 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,813.63
No receipts nor expenditures were made in the following other
funds during the year March 1, 1944 to March 1, 1945:
ROBERTSON MEMORIAL FUND, Balance, March 1, 1945 . . . .
4.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP FUND, Balance, March 1, 1945 .....................
300.00
25.78
ARCHAEOLOGY FUND, Balance, March 1, 1945 ................................
BUILDING
FUND
.......................................
25.00
CONSOLIDATED

STATEMENT

Balance, March 1, 1944 ................................ 1,607.79
Total receipts ......................................... 3,521.49
5,129.28
Total expenditures .................................... 2,254.36
Balance, March 1, 1945 .......................... 2,874.92
Respectfully submitted,
A LBERT

C.

M ANUCY

Treasurer
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REPORT OF MEMBERSHIP, FLORIDA HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, March 1, 1945
March 1, 1944, Total membership ................................ 767
March 1, 1945, New members ....................................... 60
827
Cancelled by death .............................................. 14
Resignations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Non-payment of dues or
lack of address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 66 93
Total Membership, March 1, 1945 .........................................
734
REPORT ON TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP, March 1, 1945
Total membership ............................................................. 734
Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Honorary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Contributing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39
Annual ................................................................................. 497
Institutional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70
Exchanges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63
New members* ..................................................................... 60
*Between March 1 and June 1, 1945, a total of 22 new members
have been added.
Respectfully submitted,
Mrs M. A. J OHNSON

Acting Corresponding Secretary
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The Florida Historical Society’s library has as
usual been busy this past year with a succession of
requests for material on a variety of subjects. Most
of the use of the library is by mail, although a number have used the library in person. War conditions affecting travel have decreased the number of
visitors, and increased the volume of mail inquiries.
Among the visitors were writers, school teachers,
and groups of students seeking material for essay
contests on the history of Florida leading up to
statehood. One school teacher taking an extension
history course spent approximately forty hours in
research over a period of several weeks.
Of the many requests for data, one of the most
interesting in view of the distance came from a
Training Center in North Africa, for material on
early Florida Indians, having found there reference
to articles published in the Quarterly. The information was forwarded and a V-Mail note of appreciation is on file.
Information on David E. Yulee was supplied to
the University of Toronto, and some time ago came
a request from Honolulu for an article appearing
in the Quarterly in 1936.
From Nebraska came a letter asking about the
history of the centennial stamp, construction of the
Capitol building, date, and name of architect; and
a Californian asked for the meaning of Tallahassee.
These are but a few of the many inquiries received, some easily answered; while others required
one and two weeks’research.
Much valuable manuscript material has been
added to the library during the year, the most
notable being the Panton-Leslie Papers, approximately 400 pieces, consisting of original letters and
documents covering a period between 1764 and 1830.
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Mr. Paul Hardaway of Pawtucket, Rhode Island,
has again, with his usual generosity, contributed a
number of books, pamphlets, and various items of
interest; and of much value and usefulness are the
volumes contributed by Mrs. Nelson R. Perry, of
Asheville, N. C. and Sanibel Island, Florida. Among
these are six volumes, the English translation of
Herrera, which is much sought for, the French edition of the Voyages of Coreal, and a number of later
books on Florida.
That Vanishing Eden is a valued gift of its author, Dr. Thomas Barbour.
The library’s accessions have been more fully
described in the Quarterly, but added since the last
publication is a four-page original letter from Henry
S. Sanford, founder of Sanford, Florida to Chester
A. Arthur, dated 1881, in which he comments on the
political situation in Florida. This letter is a gift
of Dr. Herbert Laub of the University of Tampa,
through Dr. A. J. Hanna.
And of great value to future historians are the
Stories of Florida Marines. This collection consists
of typed press releases on individual Florida members of the Marine Corps, their service, exploits,
decorations, etc. These stories are contributed by
the Marine Corps Headquarters, Atlanta.
In connection with the Centennial, the activities
of the Society’s headquarters consisted of mailing
out multigraphed form letters suggesting local observance of one or more of the dates commemorating Florida’s statehood: March 3, when President
Tyler signed the Act; March 18, formal admittance
to statehood, or June 25, when William D. Moseley
was inaugurated governor.
The Florida Historical Society centennial pamphlets Then and Now, compiled by Mr. W. T. Cash,
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have created much interest, quantities having been
mailed by request throughout the State.
The attention of members of the Society is called
to the framed picture of Governor Moseley, a recent
gift of Mr. Matthew Haughton, grandson of the
governor.
Respectfully submitted
A LBERTA J OHNSON

Acting Librarian
NEW MEMBERS
The following have become members of the Society since the
last issue of the Quarterly:
Mrs. Wm. B. Hart, St. Augustine
Mrs. H. M. Wilson, Jacksonville
William Hard, Coconut Grove
Mrs. W. H. Killingsworth, St. Augustine
John Wilson Somerville, Jacksonville
Molly Carewe, Jacksonville
Julius F. Parker, Tallahassee
Lillian Barnhard Gilkes, Ridgefield, Conn.
Mrs. R. J. Walters, Miami
Laura B. Turner, Miami
Mrs. Clayton Kirtland, St. Augustine
Mrs. Sidney W. Creasey, Gainesville
Dr. Ellwood C. Nance, University of Tampa
Mrs. Oscar G. Rawls, Jacksonville
Barton P. Turnbull, Summit
Miss Kate J. Wever, Jacksonville
Whitfield M. Palmer, Ocala
Mrs. W. Phil Genovar, St. Augustine
J. W. Rabb, Ocala
DECEASED:
Mrs. Raymond Robins, Brooksville
Henry Brewer, Ishpeming, Michigan
Mrs. Charlton Yarnall, Devon, Penna.
Mrs. Thomas W. Phillips, Jr., Butler, Penna.
William Van Fleet, Auburndale
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ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY
Memoir of Hernando de Escalente Fontanedo Respecting Florida,
translated by Buckingham Smith. Reprinted with revisions
by the Historical Association of Southern Florida, 1944
Address of Governor Spessard L. Holland, Tampa, Dec. 4, 1944
Poor’s Railroads of the U. S. 4 additional vols.
War of the Rebellion, Records of the Union and Confederate
Armies. Vol. 1, Operations in Florida
Picturesque America, 1872. Florida scenes
Louis Pendleton, In the Okeefenokee, 1895
Nina Kirby Smith Buck, All is Fair in Love and War... Early
life of General Kirby Smith. Presented by the author.
Two letters of General Kirby Smith : (transcripts) St. Augustine
1835, Tallahassee 1836. Both descriptive. Also letter to
him from his mother.
Sidney Walter Martin, Florida During Territorial Days. University of Georgia Press, 1944
Kenneth W. Porter, Negroes and the East Florida Annexation
Plot, 1811-13. Journal of Negro History, Jan. 1945
Portrait (framed) of Governor Moseley. Gift of his grandson,
Matthew H. Haughton of Jacksonville
Donated by Dickinson Memorial Library, Orange City, and Miss
Katherine Boyles : Numerous issues of Florida Historical
Quaterly, League of Nations News, D. A. R. publications,
Journal of American History, various Florida newspapers
Donated by Emory H. Price, M. C. Congressional Record, with
addresses of representatives
commemorating Florida’s
centennial
Publications of the University of Santo Domingo, 10 vols. Gift
of the University
Theodore Pratt, Big Blow, a Florida story. Gift of the author
George A. Zabriskie, The Chesapeake Affair. Gift of the author
Original letter of Henry S. Sanford to President Chester A.
Arthur, Nov. 19, 1881, on the political situation in Florida.
Gift of Dr. C. Herbert Laub, University of Tampa, through
Prof. A. J. Hanna
Stories About Marines from Florida. (typed 124 p.) Gift of
Headquarters U.S.M.C. Atlanta
Ration cards, yellow fever epidemic in Jacksonville 1888. Gift
of Brooke G. White Jr., Jacksonville
Mr. W. A. Pratt of Lake Worth has given the Library a number
of historical articles from newspapers, many of which he
wrote. These relate largely to Palatka and Putnam county
and are of the pre-Civil War era and later: an account of
Governor Moseley and his family, Stark’s company of the
War, reminiscences of Captain Dickison, steamboat days on
the St. Johns, a Palatka Christmas celebration known as
“Fantastics,” the early post, and other subjects.

The collection and preservation of just such narratives
is one of the main objects of our library. If there are any
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such in your community not yet recorded, or any recorded
but in danger of being lost forever, why not get them together and send them to the library, thereby gaining certain immortality for yourself.
THE QUARTERLY

As you have doubtless noticed, our Quarterly is
growing again. Since the beginning of the war we
have averaged only about two-thirds of our former
number of pages. We hope the size can be increased
steadily. The saving under our budget has resulted
in a good balance, so we expect to begin publishing
documents again, and there will be a few in each future number-for the right kind of documents hold
a large and important part in the writing of history.
The article on the Patriot War, including two
unpublished letters of General John McIntosh written in camp before St. Augustine, which was announced for this issue, will appear in the next
number of the Quarterly.
Due to present conditions our recent issues have
been late in reaching the members; and this number
has been held from the press to include the minutes
and reports from the annual meeting.
A CENTENNIAL NUMBER
The June issue of Florida Highways commemorates Florida’s centennial with a special number
containing : “Florida’s Capital” by the editor, Mr.
John Kilgore ; “Florida-1845 to 1945” by Mr.
W. T. Cash, state librarian; “Florida Enters the
Union” by Professor Rembert W. Patrick of the
University of Florida; and “Florida’s Great Seal,”
also by the editor. All are fully illustrated, largely
with contemporaneous views from the library of
Dr. Mark F. Boyd of Tallahassee.
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